
Meet Our 2016 
Core Staff  

Watersheds Canada has expanded 
its office space! We have spread 
our wings across the hall and 
now have our own boardroom 
and more space for staff. 
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Watersheds Canada 
Continues to Grow! 

Jorden Keeley 
Communications & Natural Edge 
Jill Rohonczy 
Love Your Lake 
Jenna Laforet  
Love Your Lake & Natural Edge  
Jenny Miller 
Love Your Lake 

Meet Our 2016  
Summer Students 

Barbara King  
Executive Director 
Karen Ballentine  
Administrative Assistant 
Melissa Dakers  
Habitat & Stewardship Programs 
Manager 
Heather Murphy 
Love Your Lake Coordinator  
Brent MacDougall  
Lake Stewardship Technician  
Chloe Lajoie  
Natural Edge Technician and 
Coordinator  THE NATURAL EDGE 

PARTNERS WITH  
TD TREE DAYS 

Our shoreline naturalization program, The Natural Edge, will be 
helping to plant 150 native trees and shrubs at the Bay of the St. 
Lawrence Park in Gananoque, Ontario, in partnership with Leeds and 
Thousand Islands Township as part of TD Tree Days. This program 
will bring together local TD Canada Trust employees, their families, 
friends, and community to enhance the existing buffer strip along 
the St. Lawrence River and the park on September 17th, 2016 from 
9:00 A.M. – 12:00 P.M. 
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FALL PLANTING PREPARATION IS UNDERWAY 

! A free site visit to discuss shoreline concerns, provide recommendations, and assess 
planting conditions; 

! A personalized planting plan, including photos of selected planting areas and ideal plant 
species; 

! The ordering, delivering, planting, and mulching of all plants; 
! A free Stewardship Manual to ensure that the newly planted vegetation thrives in the first 

few years of establishment and growth; and,  
! Follow-up and support with your new plants. 

So far, funding has been secured for ten sites in the Cataraqui Watershed through the Great 
Lakes Guardian Community Fund, and we anticipate more locations in Eastern Ontario to be 
available for the fall planting. For more information, please contact Chloe Lajoie at 
lajoie@watersheds.ca or 613-264-1244. 

WATERSHEDS CANADA IS ABLE TO PROVIDE LANDOWNERS WITH: 

Waterfront property owners are invited to participate in the Natural Edge program at only 25% of the total 
cost to naturalize their shorelines! Planting native vegetation, such as trees, shrubs, ground cover, 
grasses, aquatic plants, and wildflowers is both useful and beautiful. Native species have evolved to 
withstand regional environmental conditions, and are preferred by local wildlife for shelter and food. By 
planting native vegetation along shorelines, local ecosystems are enhanced and shorelines are stabilized 
from erosion. 

LOVE YOUR LAKE LAUNCHES IN WESTERN CANADA 

Watersheds Canada and the Canadian Wildlife Federation (CWF) are 
thrilled to announce that they are expanding their Love Your Lake 
Shoreline Assessment Program to Saskatchewan and Alberta this 
summer.  
“Local organizations and individuals should feel empowered to care for 
the lakes they love,” says Rick Bates, Acting CEO of CWF. “Each of us 
has the ability to change our lakes and shorelines for the better.” 

NEWSLETTER SUMMER 2016 

 

The Love Your Lake program began in Ontario and is flowing into Saskatchewan and Alberta in partnership 
with six organizations: 

• South Saskatchewan River Watershed Stewards 
• North Saskatchewan River Basin Council 
• Carrot River Valley Watershed Association  
• Lower Qu’Appelle Watershed Stewards 
• Wascana Upper Qu’Appelle Watersheds Association Taking Responsibility  
• Nature Alberta 
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Love Your Lake 
Continued… 

 

This year’s annual workshop is 
being held on Saturday October 
22nd from 8:30 A.M. – 3:30 P.M. 
at the Perth Civitan Hall, 6787 
County Rd 43 in Perth, Ontario. 
It will focus on leaning the 
trends in ownership of shoreline 
properties and what they mean 
to you, good communication 
matters and how you can make 
a difference. Registration is 
required; the cost is $20.00 and 
includes lunch and 
refreshments. 

Lake Links  

SUMMER 2016 NEWSLETTER 

 

 

Shoreline properties hold huge potential for transforming the health 
of our lakes and rivers. Visit loveyourlake.ca for more exciting news 
to come and ways to get involved.  

 

“By engaging shoreline 
property owners with the Love 
Your Lake program, we are 
making significant 
improvements in freshwater 
protection and restoration,” 
says Watersheds Canada 
Executive Director, Barbara 
King. 

Watersheds Canada and the 
Canadian Wildlife Federation 
provide training, materials, and 
regional funding to bring the 
Love Your Lake program to 
life. They deliver everything 
from instructions and 
standardized survey protocols 
to strategies for volunteer and 
community engagement. 

2016 
To register, please contact  
Karen Ballentine: 613-264-2411 
or ballentine@watersheds.ca  
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Currently Watersheds Canada, in partnership with French Planning Services, is involved in the 
development of the White Lake State of the Lake Report, compiling information and data about the natural, 
social and physical characteristics of White Lake. This report will provide a snapshot of the lake’s 
environment, land uses and development levels, and its boating and recreational conditions. It is the key 
building block in the White Lake Stewardship planning process. A process to develop a detailed plan that 
will guide stewardship action and land us policy for the long-term protection of the lake development. The 
draft report has been presented to the Steering Committee, comprised of members of the White Lake 
Preservation Project, White Lake Property Owners Association, the four municipalities around the lake: 
McNab-Braeside, Greater Madawaska, Lanark Highlands and Mississippi Mills, Ministry of Natural 
Resources & Forestry, Ministry of the Environment & Climate Change, Mississippi Valley Conservation, 
Cedar Cove Resort, Adam’s Outfitting, Bayview Lodge, White Lake Marina, for review. There will be an 
Open House held from 12-4pm at the Pakenham Community Centre to present the State of Lake Report to 
the community. Once the report is finalized, work will begin on the Stewardship Plan.   

For more information on the White Lake Plan please contact Brent MacDougall at 
macdougall@watersheds.ca or 613-264-1244 

DRAFT STATE OF THE LAKE REPORTRELEASED TO STEERING COMMITTEE 
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Hosted by the White Lake Preservation Project 
and organized by Watersheds Canada, the 
White Lake BioBlitz was held from May 27th-
28th at the end of Wabalac Road on the north 
shore. For a 24 hour period, local experts and 
attendees got together to identify as many 
species as possible of plants, animals, birds, 
trees, insects and aquatic creatures. Hence the 
term ‘Bioblitz!’ The event was funded by the 
generous contribution of the G2 Gallery. 
Throughout the two days, experts worked 
towards developing a biological inventory of 
the property including everything from birds 
and insects to plants and moths, as well as 
leading guided walks. There was a special 
night session on Friday from 7-9pm “Sounds 
and Creatures of the night”. A Children’s 
Program sponsored by Canadian Wildlife 
Federation ran throughout Saturday, along with 
guided walks and a Community BBQ lunch. 
Experts are currently finalizing the species 
identification and tallies, but from looking at the 
preliminary data approximately 300 species 
have been identified during the event. 

WHITE LAKE BIOBLITZ 


