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CLOSING A BUSY SEASON & GETTING READY FOR 2017

PG. 3,4,9, & 10 PG. 5,6,7,8,9, & 10 THROUGHOUT PG. 4 & 9

LOVE YOUR LAKE THE NATURAL EDGE HABITAT MANAGEMENT LAKE PLANNING
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WELCOME TO WATERSHEDS CANADA.
HELLO! REMEMBER US?
WE KNOW, WE KNOW, IT’S BEEN A WHILE. 

Lately, we haven’t updated you as much as we would like 
to about the goings on here at Watersheds Canada.  

It’s time for that to change. 

This past summeThis past summer, we began to make preparations to refine 
the ways in which we interact with you on all of our social 
platforms. 

We endeavour to share what we do as an organization with 
you in new, creative, and interesting mediums.

OuOur goal is to keep you with us as we grow as an organiza-
tion, reaching communities all across Canada. In fact, your 
involvement is paramount in the success of Watersheds 
Canada because we depend on you to carry a conscience 
for the future of our lakes and rivers 
wherever you go. 
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THE STATE OF 
OUR LAKES

W H I T E 

In September, we held an open house in Pakenham, ON, to provide an opportunity for the 
White Lake community to come together and discuss the future of the lake itself. The lake 
planning process uses a community-based approach, designed to present multiple opportu-
nities for everyone with an interest in White Lake to provide their input, collaborate, and 
discuss issues pertaining to the lake. The meeting allowed for an open diologue between 
those who had worked on the report and the community with regards to topics explored 
within the report draft, such as water quality, fishing, and recreation, to name a few. This is 

an ongoing project, and is in collaboration with the White Lake Preservation Project. These community meetings are designed to facilitate a 
channel in which to encorporate values and opinions from the community into the final report. There will be future opportunities for collab-
orations, and presentations have been made to the nearby municipalites in an effort to organize a joint meeting.  The inteded result will be 
the creation of The White Lake Stwardship Plan, which is a doocument intended to guide actions toward the protection and managemnet of 
the environment and social characteristics of the lake.

THANK YOU 
to all of our, speakers, and to those who volunteered to help with 
the event. 
We would also like to thank our 2016 sponsors:
Federation of Ontario CottagersFederation of Ontario Cottagers’ Associations, Cataraqui 
Region Conservation Authority, Mississippi Valley Conservation 
Authority, Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry, 
Rideau Valley Conservation Authority, and the Christie Lake 
Association.
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LAKE LINKS
This year, Lake Links explored trends in shoreline 
ownership with a special focus on what those trends 
may mean in terms of fostering lake stewardship ac-
tions across generations. We were happy to see so 
many attendees come out to workshop and network, 
and we’re already looking forward to next year. 

This summer we were fortunate 
enough to participate in Lake AGMs 
across several townships. This gave us 
the opportunity to engage with shore-
line communities and promote sustain-
able processes for the ways we manage 
our our lakes and rivers on a personal 
level.  

In 2016, we visited:
Mazinaw
Dog Lake
Charleston Lake
Lower Beverly 
Cloyne
Sharbot LakeSharbot Lake
Salmon Lake 
Farren Lake
Mississippi 
Buck Lake
Kennebec Lake 

If you are interested in our programs, 
and we have not had the chance to 
come to your lake AGM, contact us to 
arrange a visit for 2017.

Email: info@watersheds.ca 
Phone: 613 264 1244

 SUMMER OUTREACH
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LOVE 
YOUR 
LAKE

MISSISSIPPI LAKE

SALMON LAKE
Summer students Jill Rohonczy, Jenna Laforet, and Jenny 
Miller worked together with program coordinator Heather 
Murphy on Shoreline Assessments and the creation of Proper-
ty Reports as part of the Love Your Lake program out of our 
organization in Perth, Ontario. Together, with the help of ded-
icated volunteers, they compiled data in Eastern Ontario for 
both Salmon and Mississisippi Lakes over the course of the 
summer. This project was determined as a follow up action as 
a result of the Mississippi Lake Plan that was created by Wa-
tersheds Canada with additional partnerships. The next step 
in the process is to plant native vegetation along the shorelines 
of lakefront properties, which is where our Natural Edge pro-
gram comes in.
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The Natural Edge Program has had the opportunity to par-
ticipate in some very exciting events this year. In August, we 
went to Rideau Paddlefest in Smiths Falls, Ontario, to speak 
to festival goers about the positive benefits naturalizing your 
shoreline can have on water quality. In September, we trav-
elled to Miden, Ontario, to take part in the Children’s Water 
Festival, wherein several elementary schools came by to take 
part in demonstrations regarding aquatic ecosystems and 
watershed sustainability. For our demonstration, we chose to 
convey to students the process of shoreline naturalization by 
showcasing how roots filter toxins and hold in the soil.

We also started adding to the Natural Edge program this year, 
particularily in the Cataroqui Watershed region, by adding bird 
and bat boxes to our program offerings, as well as wild flower gar-
dens for pollinator species. 

Recently, we were fortunate enough to have one of our Natural 
Edge program participants do a testimonial video for us. You can 
view this video, along with our new Native Plant Database on our 
website.

Thanks to the Department of Fisheries and Oceans for their  fund-
ing to make our program possible, and allowing us to complete 
twenty planting sites in 2016.

THE NATURAL EDGE:
BRANCHING OUT
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THE END OF 
A SEASON
FOR THE 
NATURAL EDGE

The leafy green summer has come and gone and the golden 
reds have fluttered to the ground. Now, as we head into the 
colder months, planting closes, and planning begins. 
We’ve had a lot of fun this year with the Natural Edge pro-
gram, and now, as the snow falls, we are busily planning for 
the year to come.

It has been a pleasure to connect with so many shoreline 
property owners who share our passion for shoreline steward-
ship. To those who have already participated in the program, 
we thank you for your interest and commitment to taking 
care of our lakes and rivers.

We would also like to thank our Natural Edge sponsors this 
year; Fisheries and Oceans Canada, and the Great Lakes 
Guardian Community Fund, for making our work possible. PICTURED: CHLOE & BRENT PLANTING ON SHARBOT LAKE

LEFT: DFO & GLGCF SHORELINE SIGN
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FIELD NOTES
A PEEK INTO OUR WORK OUT IN THE FIELD 

FURNACE FALLS
LYNDHURST, ONTARIO

STILLPOINT HOUSE OF PRAYER
BURNSTOWN, ONTARIO

Our Staff participated in three demonstration sites 
this year as part of the Natural Edge Program. The 
first was in the Bay of St. Lawrence near Gananoque, 
as part of TD Tree Days (pictured on page 8). In one 
day, with the help of some wonderful volunteers, we 
colloboratively, with the Township of Leeds and the 
Thousand Islands, planted a total of 350 native trees 
and shrubs. and shrubs. 
The second planting demonstration took place at Still 
Point House of Prayer near Burnstown Ontario, on 
the banks of the Madawaska River. Over three days, 
with the help from the Sisters and numerous volun-
teers, we planted approximately 800 trees, shrubs, 
and plants, and put in a large wildflower garden for 
pollinator species. 
The third demonstation took place in November in 
Furnace Falls Park, which is located in Lyndhurst, 
Ontario as part of the Township of Leeds and the 
Thousand Islands. This demonstration will be in two 
parts, the first having been completed, and the 
second being scheduled for spring of 2017. 
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Lanark & District Fish and Game Club, Lanark County 
Stewardship Council and Ministry of Natural Resources 
& Forestry Junior Rangers for all of their help.
AnotheAnother massive thank-you goes out to all the wonderful 
people we had the opportunity to meet with and work 
beside during each demonstration and restoration project. 
Our Habitat Programs Manager, Melissa Dakers, is look-
ing forward to getting our future restoration projects un-
derway so that we can soon share them with you.

This past year, we have had to opportunity to work on fish and wildlife 
habitat projects. Over the course of the summer, Watersheds Canada 
worked on a Long Sault Creek restoration project in partnership with 
Lanark County Stewardship Council, Lanark & District Fish & Game 
club, MNRF Stewardship Rangers, funded by Fisheries and Oceans 
Canada - Recreational Fisheries Conservation Partnerships Program. 
We also revisted a walleye spawning bed enhancement project that we 
began last fall in Paris Cbegan last fall in Paris Creek, White Lake, where we returned to 
spread out some of the rock we placed last fall. Special thanks to 

FIELD NOTES

LONG SAULT CREEK
ONTARIO

FURNACE FALLS
LYNDHURST, ONTARIO

TD TREE DAYS 
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WHAT’S NEXT?
This winter we’ll be settling into report writing and preparation for next year. We are also working to develop new training 
materials for both Love Your Lake and the Natural Edge. 

Our Natural Edge Program will have a spring plant in 2017 in addition to the usual fall plant, and the other half of the Furnace Falls 
demonstration site will be completed in the spring as well. Our new plant database will also expand over the winter to include a wider 
variety of native plant, shrub, tree, and wildflower species. Next year, the program will expand to Saskatchewan and Alberta.

The LoveThe Love Your Lake program will be reviewing protocol over the colder months, and creating training videos for partners. Lake as-
sessment project partnerships have been established for 2017 and will take place on Loon Call Lake in Peterborough, Ontario, and 
Muskrat Lake, located in the Whitewater Region near Cobden, Ontario. There will also assessments occuring in the Haliburton and 
Muskoka Regions. Muskrat Lake, in particular, has seen decades of water quality issues. Multiple government mandated water moni-
toring programs have been carried out on the lake, by stakeholders since as far back as the 1980s. Love Your Lake will also continue in 
Saskatchewan and Alberta, with a pilot program planned in Manitoba.

In terms of Lake Planning, preparation for the Sydenham Lake State of the Lake Report is underway. 
After putting out the draft White Lake State of the Lake Report earlier this fall, rountable discussions between municipalities border-
ing White Lake are pending, and development of the White Lake Stewardship Plan is underway. 
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GOING WESTWARD

LOVE YOUR LAKE AND THE NATURAL EDGE 
IN WESTERN CANADA

It has been an exciting year at Watersheds Canada. 
Earlier this summer, we went to Saskatchewan to pilot the Love 
Your Lakes program, through which we were able to partner with 
six new organizations!

In SeptembeIn September we ventured back to Saskatchewan to pilot the 
Natural Edge program before stopping in Alberta to do the same. 
Program Coordinator Chloe Lajoie notes that it was a pleasure to 
meet with our twelve new Natural Edge partners and that we are 
all looking forward to future projects with them as we work to 
expand our shoreline stewardship practices. 

LIVING WATERS RALLY
OuOur Executive Director, Barbara King, and our Habitat Manager 
Melissa Dakers, went to British Columbia this past September. 
Barbara was a guest speaker at the Living Waters Rally that took 
place in Vancouver and spoke on how Watershed groups act as 
catalysts for unlikely partnerships between smaller non-profit 
organizations and much larger organizations. 

KEEP IN TOUCH
Office: 115-40 Sunset Boulevard,
      Perth, Ontario K7H 2Y4
Phone: 613-264-1244
Email: info@watersheds.ca
Website: watersheds.ca
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