
The Shoreline is the edge where the land and water meet. The mix of plants, shrubs, and trees form an 
intricate web of roots, foliage, and fallen limbs that hold the waterfront together and fend o� erosion from 
wind, rain, boat wakes and ice. 

The Riparian Zone, also known as the Ribbon of Life, extends inland from the shoreline for at least 
15 metres and may be flooded during high water periods. It is a natural bu�er protecting the shoreline, 
water quality, and natural habitat both on land and in the water. It is made up of trees, shrubs and grasses 
that absorb excess nutrients (e.g., fertilizers) and pollutants (e.g., seepage from septic systems, oil, gas 
and pesticides) before they can contaminate the water. 

The Upland Zone is a drier forested area with better drainage compared to the riparian zone. The deep 
roots of trees stabilize the slope, the foliage bu�ers the e�ects of wind, the canopy cools its surroundings, 
and plants provide habitat for deer, birds, porcupines, grouse, rabbits, and many other creatures. 

The Littoral Zone extends from the water’s edge to where sunlight no longer penetrates to the bottom of the water. 
This is where docks are built and people swim. However, we share this area with an incredible array of biodiversity as 
up to 90% of lake species (e.g., pike, ducks, otters and turtles) are born, raised, fed, or live in the littoral zone. 
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