Healthy Shorelines for Healthy Lakes

Landscaping for Wildlife

Creating a safe habitat for plants and animals on your shoreline
will open up so many more activities for you and your family,
from bird watching to wildlife photography to species spotting.

Also, arich wildlife profile can be an excellent indicator of
overall land health if you know what to look for. Butterflies, for
instance, are very quick to react to changes in the environment

and act as an early warning system.

A few key additions to your shoreline properties will attract the right initial species, which
will, in turn, attract others. Before long you'll have a thriving ecosystem right there for you
and your family to enjoy.


https://loveyourlake.ca/

\ Cavity Trees

These are trees with hollowed out areas and an important source of food and
shelter. More than 85 species of North American birds rely on cavity trees for
sustenance. Adding cavity trees to your shoreline will attract woodpeckers,

nuthatches, flickers and other birds and small mammals.

Fallen Logs

They may not look it, but fallen logs are a valuable habitat to many species. Insects

are attracted to the decaying wood, which, in turn, attracts other animals.

Amphibians, reptiles, small mammals, even some birds use fallen logs for cover,
moisture and for hunting grounds. So instead of seeing fallen logs as eyesores,

gather them up and build a natural area on your shoreline.

Brush Piles

A perfect habitat for birds, small mammals and reptiles, these can be constructed
with eight or so two-metre-long straight untrimmed branches. Arrange them in a
teepee shape with their butt ends anchored in the ground and their top tips
interlocked, then pile evergreen boughs on the top and sides to form a cone. On

cold nights, you'll be surprised by the animals that will call it home.

A Variety of Plants

Varying their heights will attract diverse wildlife: birds; mammals like flying

squirrels and porcupines; tree frogs and beneficial insects.

e Evergreens (trees with needles) provide great cover in the cold winter months.

e Deciduous trees (trees with leaves) provide shade from the sun and allow for air
circulation.

e Shrubs (plants with multiple stems above ground) provide leaves closer to the
ground where birds and other animals can forage.

e Flowers provide nesting sites for some bees and pollinators.

Gardening with wildlife in mind will result in less pollution;
cleaner air, soil and water; increased pest control services,
pollinator services and so much more!

If you would like more information on attracting wildlife to your
property, visit the Canadian Wildlife Federation website.
Why Garden for Wildlife?



https://www.cwf-fcf.org/en/explore/gardening-for-wildlife/

